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Dear Sophomores,

While we wish you a wonderful summer, we also want you to use your vacation time productively. Therefore, over the 

summer, ALL sophomores are required to read TWO books.  

Book A is a free choice (please make sure to get parental approval) and will need to be completed by August 18th when 

your short assignment is due. Choose well; make a decision based on the synopsis of the work and not on the cover or 

length. Often, shorter works contain more complex ideas, while longer works have more exciting and engaging plots.  

Book B is from the  options listed here. During your first few days of school in September your English teacher will be 

giving you an in-class writing assignment on your reading of this book -so be prepared. 

As the Jewish Holidays fall unusually early next year it means there are minimal school days in September so you MUST 

read The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho by the first week in October. This will be the first book taught in class. To make sure 

you read actively you will be required to complete this assignment.

 Please remember that you need not like or agree with everything you read. Sometimes a book that provokes dissent is as 

stimulating as a book that echoes our own thoughts. Our hope is that your reading will engage your minds, stimulate 

thoughts, and help you to clarify and become more comfortable with your unique perspectives on life.

Best wishes for a healthy and productive summer.

Sincerely,
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
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“If you only read the books that 
everyone else is reading, you can 
only think what everyone else is 
thinking.” —Haruki Murakami

BOOK A - CHOICE BOOK

Instructions:

● Choose a book
● Get parental approval
● Read the book 
● Upload a video of yourself discussing the book on Flipgrid. 
● You will need to sign in with your Flatbush email address
● Your video should be between 1 and 2 minutes
● Due date August 18th
● Your video will count towards your classwork grade for first 

semester.

https://flipgrid.com/42f2d684
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BOOK B  (CHOOSE ONE)

Lord of the Flies 
By: William Golding

The Hobbit
By: J.R.R. Tolkien

Fahrenheit 451
By: Ray Bradbury

Unbroken
By: Laura 
Hillenbrand
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The Alchemist by: Paulo Coelho (Due 10/04/2021)
Directions: For your work on The Alchemist you will choose TWO quotes in each 
chapter that resonate with you. 
Think about some of the following prompts while choosing your quotes:

● What does this quote show about the character?
● Does this quote hint at something that might happen later in the plot? 
● Does this quote strike an emotion?
● Does this quote reference a possible symbol?
● Does this quote suggest a possible theme?

Below is a sample of what the chart should look like. You can do this on the 
computer or a sheet of paper. Enjoy reading!

 Quotation Page Number Significance 

“The boy’s name was 
Santiago. Dusk was falling as 
the boy arrived with his herd 
at an abandoned church. The 
roof had fallen in long ago, 
and an enormous sycamore 
had grown in the spot where 
the sacristy had once stood.”

5 This one quote raises so many questions. If the boy’s name is 
Santiago, why is he referred to as “the boy”? Is the author trying 
to highlight his youth (and possible innocence)? Why is the 
church abandoned? Why is it important that dusk was 
falling--does this suggest that one journey is ending and another 
is about to begin? Does the sycamore tree symbolize something 
that a different type of tree might not?


